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A Dedaration of both Houſes of ( 


Parliament, in Anſwer to His Maje- . 


ſties laſt Meſtage concerning - 
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His Majeſtics Anſwer by way of Declaration, 
Fo a Printed Paper, Intituled,. | 


A Declaration of both Houſes of Parliament,in Anfiver 
ro his Majeſtjes laſt Meſſage concerning the Militia, 


E very well underſtand how much ic is helow 
the High and Royall dignity (wherein'Wod 
bath placed Us)to rake notice, much moreto 
trouble Our Self with anſwering thoſe many 
| ſcandalous ſeditious Pawphlers and Printed 
Papers,which are ſcattered with ſuch great Licence throughout the 
Kingdome (notwithſtanding Our earnelt defire, {© often in vaine 
preſſed for a-Reformation) though We finde it evident;Thar the 
mindes of many of Our weak SubzeAs have been.and (ill are-poy- 
ſoned by thoſe means, and that ſo generall a Terrour hath poſſefſ- 
ſed the mindes and hearts of all men:that whiles the Preſſes (warm 
(and every day produceth new Tracts againſt t':e eſtabliſhed Go-- 
vernment of the Church and Stare) mott men want the Courage 
or the Conſcience to write or the opportunity and incouragement* 
to publiſh ſuch compoſed ſober Animadverbans, as might either ' 
preſerve the minds of our good Subjects from ſuch InfeRion, or- 
reſtore and recover them when they are ſo infected : Bur We are: 
contented to -let Our Selfe fall ro any Office that may undeceive- 
Our People,and to take more pains this way by Our ownPen,then 
ever King hath done, when We find any thing that ſeers to carry” 
che reputation and authority of either, or both Houſes 'of Parlia- 
ment,and will not-have-the ſame refured or diſputed by commen 
and vulgar Pens, till We are throughly informed, whether chofe 
Acts have intrurh that Countenancc and Warrant they pretend. 
Which regard of Ours We doubr not bur in time will recoyer that 
due reverence (the abſencewhereof We have:too much reaſon.to | 
complain)to Our Perſon and Our Meſlages, which in all ages hath - 
beep paid (and no doubt is duc)to the-Crona of Englang.... 7 
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' We have therefore taken f6tict of a Panted Paper," turned, 
Detlaration of beth H, onſes of Parliament, in Anſwer to Our laſt 
Mec3age concerning the AL:/rtia,publiſhed by command; The which 
 \Weare nnwilling to beleeye ( both for the Matter of ir, the Expreſ- 
{rp1:$10 It, ahd the manner of publiſhing it) .can reſult from che con- 
fert of both Houſes ; Neither doe We know by whar lawfull Com- 
mand ſuch uncomly ,' irreverent mention of Vs can be publithed ro 
the Werld, And thouch Declaratiors of this kind have of late(with 
£99 much boldneſfie ) broken in upon Vs and the whole Kingdome, 
wien one, -or both Houſes have thought fit to communicate their 
Coeunfe's and Reloiutiors to the People,yer We are unwi'ling to be- 
leere, tat ſuch a Declaration as this, ſhould bepubliſhed in 2nfyer 
to Our MeTace. without vouchlafine art leaſt to ſend ir ro Vs as their 
Aniver ; Their buſnefle fer which they are wet by Our Writ and 
Authoritie, being to councell Vs for the gcod of Our People, rot to 
write againſt Vs to Dur People andno conſent of Ours for their lovg 
contimung together, 1nablivg them to doe apy thing, but what they 
were firſt ſummoned by Onr Writ to doe. At leaſtWe will beleere, 
though mitunderRanding and Tea'oufe (the Tuſtice of God will 0- 
vertake the Fomenters of that IealouFfe, ard the Promoters ard con- 
'trivers ofthat miſunder{ianding) might produce'to ſay worle) tho'e 
very gntoward Expreſions ; that if thoſe Houſes had cortrived that 
Declaration, as an Anſetto Our Meſſage, they would have veuch- 
fafed ſome Anliver to the queſtion propoled in Ours which We pro- 
tefled, did and mult evidently prevail over Our underſtanding; and 
In their wiſdom and gravity they wonld have been ſure to have 
fared the matters of Fa&, as (art leaſt ro ordinary. urderſiandinos) 
might be unqueſtionable ; Neither of which is done by that Dec /a- 
Sation, | 
We defire to know why We were by that Ac abſolntly excluded 
from any Power or Authority in the Execution of the 24:1:17a, and 
We muſt apeal to all the world , whether ſrch an atrempr be rot a 
greater, and juſter ground for Feare and Tealouſie in'Vs.then any one 
Sar is avowed for thoſe diſttnAive Fears and Tealoufies , which 
arefo pnblikely owned , almoſt to the raine of the Kingdom. Bur 
We have been told that We muſt not be Tealous of Our. great coun- 
cell of both Houſes of Parliament. We are not, no more then 
they arc of Vs their KING, and hitherto they have nat avowed 


apy jelouſfie of ,. of diſaffe&tion ro Onr Perſon; imputed all to - 


po evil Councelions , to Malignant party that are not of their 


minds : 
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minds: $6 We do ( and We do it from Our foul ) profefie no Tea.” 
toukie of Our Parliament, but of ſome turbulent, feditious, aad am 
birious Natures, ryhich (being not ſo cleerly diſcerned) may have an 
mfluence even vpon the Aﬀtions of both Honſes; And if this De. 


: claration hath paſſed by ſuah conſent, ( which We are not willing to 
beleeve) it is not. impoſſible bur that the apprehenſion of ſuch Tn- 


mults, which have griven Vs from Our City of Loxdes for the ſafety 
of Onr Perſon, way make ſuch an impreſſion in other men, ( nota- 
ble to remove from the danger ) to make them conſent , or not te 
own a diffent in mattersnot agreeable to their conſcience or under- 
Randing. | 

We mentionedin that Our Anſwer Onr diſlike ofthe putting of 
rheir yames our of the Bill whom before they recommended to Vs 
m their pretended Ordinance, and the leaving our by ſpeciall Provi- 
fon the preſent Lord Ma'or of Lowdos, to all which the Declarati- 
on affords ro Anſi-er, and therefore We cannof ſuppoſe it was inten-- 
ded for an Anſiver to that Onr Meſſage, which whoſoever looks up- 
on, \will finde to be in no degree anſyered by thar Declaration, 

Bur 1t informs all Our SubjeRs, after rhe mention, with what hu- 
mility the Ordinance was prepared and presented to Vs, (a matter 
rery evident 1n the Petitions and Meftages concerning ic ) and Our 
refuſall to give Our conſent, notwithſtanding the ſeverall reaſons of- 
fered of the necehity thereof, for the ſecuring of Our Perſon , and 
the Peace and Safery of Our People,/whether any ſuch Realons wer 
oiren the weight of them, and whether they were rot clearly and 
candidly Anſwered by Vs the world will eafly juJge) that they were 
at laſt neceffatedro make an Ordinance by Authority of both Hon. 
ſes, to ſettle the Militia, warranted thereunto by the Fundamentail 
Laws of the Land : Bur if that Declaration had indeed irttended to 
hare an{ivered Us, it wou!d have to!d Onr good Snbjefs what thoſe 
Fundamenta!l Laws of theT and are, . and where to be found ; And 
wou!'d at laſt have mentioned oneOrdwance from the firft beginning 
vf Parliaments to this p-eſent Par.iament,whic' endeayonred to im- 
roſe any thingvpon the SubjeRt without the Kinos contents for of 
fuch al! the inquiry We can make con!d never prodnce Us one in- 
Navce. And if there be {nc't a ſecret of the Law, which hath lain hid 
from the begwning of the world to this time, and noyy is diſcovered 
to take away the jult Legall Power of the King, We wiſh there 
be not {ome other ſecrer ( to be diſcovered when they pleaſe ) 


the raine and deſtrn&ion of the Liberty of the SubjeX;tor no doubt, 


#f the Votes of both Houſes have any fneh Authority ro make a new 
. Law,x hath the ſame Authority to repeal 


cheold ane ener what \ it becomec the ic 1g eitabli | 

and Liberties of the King and TOOL: 000 pornteny of M, 

* xray will be calily diſcerned by £ crdivary underſtan. 
—_— 7... | | | 
| Jes rrne, We did(out of the tenderneſle of the Conſitution of 

Cn Kingdom, and care cf the Law, which weare bound to defend; 

an 'heing molt aſſured of the uvjuſtifiableneſle of the pretended 


O.dcinance) invite and defire both Our Houſes of Parliament to- 


ſert'e whatſoever ſhould be fir ofthat nature by AR of Perliament, 


But were We therefore obliged to: paſſe: wharſoever ſhould be, 


brought to Us of that kindezWe did {ay in Our Anſwer to the Peri-- 
tion of both Houſes, preſented ro Us at York the 26, of March laſt, 
(and Wehave ſaid the ſame inrother Meflages before) that We al. 


waies though it neceflary the bulinefle of the :litza ſhould be: 


ſerled and that We never denied the thing,onely denied the Way, 
and We ſay the {ame ill, fince the many Diſputes. and Vores up-- 
on Lords Lieutenants. and their Commiſfons (which were begun 
by Us,or Our Father)had io diſcountenanced that Aurhority,which 
for many yeares together was: happiiy looked upon, with Reye- 
rence and Obzdience by the Peop'e:'We did and do think it very. 
neceſfiry.rhat tome wholeſome Law be-providel tor rhat buſineſle; 
uqt We deciared in Our Aniwer to: the pretended Ordinance We- 
expected that the neceſlary Power ſhould be firſt Thveſted in Us, 
before We.conſented'to transfer it to other Men. Neither could ir 
ever be imagined; that We- wou!ld'conſent that a greater Power 
ſhould be in the Hands of a SubjeR. then We were thought wor- 
thy ro he rruſted with. Our Seife ; And it it ſhonld nor be choughr 
firto- make anew. Act,or Declaration in this-pornt ,We doubt not: 
bur We ſhall be able to grant tuca Commiſſions, which ſha!l very 
Lega'ly-Enab'e thoſe We cruſt to do all Ofhces.for the Peace. and 
Quier of the Kingdome ifany Diſturbance ſhall begs 
- But that Decaration ſaith, We were pleaſed ro ofer them a Bil! 
ready diawn and char they (to expreſie-their earneft zeale to cor- 
reſpond with Qur debre) did paſſe that Bill, yet all that Expreſſion 
of Aﬀettion and Loya'ty,all that earneſt dere of theirs to comply 
with Us, produced no berter efteR rhen an abſo'ure denall, even of 
what by Our former Meſlages-(as.that Declaration conceives) We 
hadpromiſed ; and ſo proceedsuader the prerence of mentioning - 
eyill and:wicked Councels) to centure and reproach Us ina Dia- 
leſt, that: We are.confident our- good. Subjects will reade _ 
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paſſed the *xamination of both Houſes of Patliament, they would 


ee Aroma 


S$11t benalt. Bui that Dedargtion had 
never have affirmed that the Bill We retuſed to paſſe was the ſame 
We ſent to them, or haye thought that our Mcflage wherein rhe 
difterence and contraricty berween rhe two Bi!s is (o ſet downe, 
would be anſwered with the bare averring them to be one and the 
ſame Bill;No more would they have declared (when Our Excepti- 
pns to the Ordinance. and the Bill are ſo notoriouſly knovn to all 
Onur People) that care being raken ro vive ſatisfaftionin all the 
particu'ars We had excepted againſt in the Ordinance, We ha{ 
found new exceptions to the Bill ; And yet this very Declaration 
confeſfes that Our exceprion ro the Ordivance was:thar in the diſ- 
poſing and execution thereof We were exciuded. And was not 
this an expreſle rexſon in Our Anſiver for Our refulall of the Bill 
which this Declaration wili needs confure ? Bur the power was no 
other then to ſuppreſie Rebellion, Infurretion,and forreigh Inva- 
ſion and the Perſons truſted no other then ſuch as were nominated 
by the great Councell of the Kingdom, and allotted to by Us ; and 
that Declaration Asks if that be too great a Power to trult the'e 
perſons with > Indeed whiles © great liberty is uſed in Voting and 
Declaring men to be Enemies to the Common-wealthan Engiuſh 
Phraſe We ſcarce underſtand) and in cenſuring Men for their ler- 
vice and attendance upon Our perton, and in Our lawfull Com- 
mands great heed wuſt be taken into what Hands We commit 
ſuch a Power to ſuppreſſe Inſurre&tion and Rebellion, And if 
Inijurrection and Rebellion have found other definitions then 
what the Law hath given thew,, We muſt be ſure that no lawfull 


Power ſhall juſtihe rhoſe definitions ; And if there be Learning 
forind out to make Sir Jehn Hothams taking Armes apain(t 


Us, and keepirg our Towne and Fort from Us, no Treaſon 
or Rebellion, We know not whether a new Diſcovery ma 
not finde it Rebellion in Us, to defend our ſelves from ſu 
Arms.and to endeavour to recover.what,is lo-taken ftom Us : And 
therefore it, copcernes Us (till the known Law ol the Land be al- 
lowed to be Judge-berween Us) to take heed into. what Hands We 
commit ſuch Power Bebdes can it be thepght that becauſt Weare 
willing torruſt certain perſons thatWeare obliged ro.truft them in 


wharttoever they are:willing tobe truſted?We ſay, no private hands 


are fit for ſuch a Truſt:yeuher have We departed from any thing({ln 
the leaſt degree) We offered or promiſed before. though We might 


with.as much reaſon have withdrawn Qur Truſt feom ſome Per. 
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| CPM, the moſt happy times this Kingdom hath enjoyed (even thoſe ot 
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. Woſe Calamicies which might give Our good Sub;eQs cauie to be fs 
weary of them, as to run the hazard of ſo much miſchief, as that Bill 
We refuſed might poſſibly have produced. | 't 

For the Prefidence of former aces in the Commiſſions of Array, 
Ve doubt not bnt when any: fuch hane iflued our , ' that the Kings 


ar His pleaſure, and then what the exrenit of power yas, will be.no- 
thing applicable to this Caſe of the Ordinarce. © © + 
Bur whether that Declaration hath refuted Our Rea'ors for Cur 
refuiall to pafſe the Bill or ro, it hath reſolved and recuired all Per. 
E. . 40ns in authority thereby to pur the Ordinarce ip prelent execution, 
and all others to obey itaccording to the tundimentail Lawes of the 
-Fand : But We whom God hath truſted ro maintaine and defend 


* Us.) do declare that thele is no leoall power in either or both Houſes 
-npon-any pretence whatſoever, without Our conſent, ,to command 

-any part of the A{i/:tsa ofthis Kingdom, ror hath the like ever been 
:commanded by either or both Houſes fince the foundation of the: 

:Layves of this Land ; - and that the execution of, or the obedienct ro 

char pretended Ordinance, is againſt the fandamentall Lawes of the 
Eand.agatnt the liberty of the Subje&, and theright of Parliaments. 

and a-hrgh-crime in any that ſhall herceforrh execute the ſame. And 
: We do therefore charge and command all Our loving Subje&ts,, of 

- what degree or quality ſoever .; upen their Allegiance, and as they 

: render the peace of this Kingdome, from hencetorth not ro Mutter, 

, :Leavy or Array, or ſummon, er warn any of Onr Trained Bands, to 
] Riſe, Muſter, or March by vertne or under Colonr of that pretended 
: Ordinance : ' And to this Dec larationand command of Onrs , We 
expe& and require a'full ſubmiſſion and obedience from allOnr lov- 

'ing Subje&s upon their Allegiancc, as they - will anſwer the contrary 

- at their perils.and as they-tender the upholding of the true Proteſtant 


paxce and Being of this Kingdom. FINIS, 


conſert \yas alyrayes obtait ed, and rhe CommiNors determivable. 


"thoſe fundamental Lawes( which We hope He will Blefleto ſecure | 


- profeſſion, the ſafety of Our Perſon, and Our Royall Poſterity, the 
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